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WESTERN POWER — OUTAGES — PAYMENTS 
190. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Minister for Energy: 
Thank you very much, Speaker. The minister has not answered the question that I asked him. 
The SPEAKER: Member, this is not an opportunity for debate. You cannot make a statement and then ask your 
question. If you continue to do that, I will not allow the supplementary. Just ask the question, please. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I certainly thank you very much for your guidance, Speaker. 
I have a supplementary question. Does the minister believe that the $120 compensation was adequate for the people 
affected by the recent Christmas–new year blackouts? 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
Firstly, the payment is not compensation; it is a payment from Western Power for the inconvenience that it caused 
if it was a matter related to the network. The people who were affected by the four days of outages over Christmas 
received $160 from Western Power for those outages. There has been a permanent increase in the $80 figure to $120, 
effective from 1 January. I want to remind everybody who is following this debate that the Labor government is 
the only government to have ever increased these amounts. The Liberal and National Parties could have increased 
this payment during their eight and a half years in government, but it was only the Labor government that increased 
it from $80 to $120. The crocodile tears coming from the member for Cottesloe should be exposed. It is another 
example of him coming in here and saying things he knows are not true. This member needs to apologise. He needs 
to correct the record at the first opportunity. He needs to make sure that he corrects the false statements that have 
been made out of his mouth. 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please, member! 
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